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October 16, 2007 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

ON LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
The Committee on Legislative Matters re-convened on October 16, 2007 with Chairman Thomas Taylor presiding 
and Committee Members Aldermen Maryann Heuston, William Roche, Dennis Sullivan, Robert Trane and William 
White also present and voting.  Also present were City Solicitor John Gannon, George Landers from ISD, Dr. Brian 
Green from the Board of Health and Stephen Mackey from the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Dr. Green informed the committee that this is not a matter of needle exchange but rather a disposal issue.  In July 
2008, the state will enact legislation making it illegal to discard used needles with household trash, impacting 
prescribed needle users such, e.g., diabetics in addition to illegal drug users.  To assist in the transition to this new 
method of disposal, the state will provide the city with a disposal kiosk and pay the expenses associated with it for 
the first year. 
 
Alderman Heuston inquired how the needles would be disposed of from the kiosk and whether or not the hospital 
would have a disposal kiosk, as well.  She also inquired who would have the responsibility of maintaining records 
regarding proper disposal.  Alderman White expressed his concern regarding the costs of the kiosk after the first year 
and suggested that it might be a good idea to mandate that those who sell needles, such as pharmacies, provide a 
means of proper disposal in their stores.  Alderman Sullivan questioned whether one kiosk would be enough and Dr. 
Green explained that the Board of Health would have a better understanding after the first year of operation. 
 
Alderman Roche’s motion that the Board of Aldermen support the Board of Health in researching and 
formulating a plan of action for the placement of a needle collection kiosk, and its associated logistics, was 
approved. 
 
Alderman Roche’s motion that the Board of Health update the Board of Aldermen, on a quarterly basis, regarding 
the costs associated with the needle collection program, was approved. 
 
Alderman Roche’s motion that the Board of Health enact a regulation requiring all businesses that sell needles to 
install a disposal kiosk, was approved. 
 
No papers were acted on. 
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Alderman Thomas F. Taylor, Chairman 
Committee on Legislative Matters 
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